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ONTARID CANADA
SuiteWorks Inc. chooses Barrie for their first Canadian Operation!

SuiteWorks Inc. has chosen the City of Barrie as the location for the
launch of their first telework operation. SuiteWorks is purchasing two
acres of city owned land to construct a 22,000 sq. ft. warehouse style of-
fice building that will be developed as a telework centre offering individ-
ual office space for lease to persons that are currently commuting out-
side of the City.

SuiteWorks offers a unique twist to standard teleworking from home.
Instead of employees simply working at home, telecommuters go to SuiteWorks’ office space in their com-
munity which is electronically connected to their employer’s head office. This unique setup allows com-
muters to keep their jobs while reducing their commute to a local one.

On October 16th, 2003, SuiteWorks announced that they had successfully completed the first round of eq-
uity financing and had raised over $2 Million towards the project.

“Our concept appeals to both commuters and employers by allowing employees to keep their current job
while at the same time working close to home in state-of-the-art workplaces” says John Cameron, President
and CEO of SuiteWorks, “for the employer, the many benefits include increased productivity by reducing
the stress and freeing time for employees who typically spend up to three hours commuting each day. It is
truly a win-win”.

The SuiteWorks project is modelled on a number of telework centres that are now operating in the United
States. This project is the first of its kind to be developed in Canada. Once completed, the facility will of-
fer work stations for approximately 120 former commuters. The centre will offer a full range of office ser-
vices including a boardroom, common eating areas, shower facilities for cyclists and joggers and will be
fully wired.

SuiteWorks chose Barrie for the launch of their first telework centre because of the significant number of
commuters leaving the City as well as the type of positions they are employed in elsewhere. They expect
that the majority of space will be leased by companies from outside of Barrie that have local employees and
that are looking to reduce their office costs by having employees telecommute. In addition to this, space
will be available for local small businesses that require office space and facilities with an excellent telecom-
munications infrastructure. It is anticipated that this facility will act as a business incubator of sorts, and
in so doing, will assist local entrepreneurs and start-ups and continue to foster the supportive environment
for small businesses that Barrie has become recognized for doing.

SuiteWorks plans to start construction in the spring, with
completion scheduled for early summer 2004.

For more information or to lease space, please contact
SuiteWorks at 1-866-967-5711 or visit their web site at

WWW.Sto Qcommuting.ca.
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Business Ambassador Visits

Tompkins & Heels Monuments

Tompkins & Heels Monuments was one of the companies visited by
Barrie’s Business Ambassadors in October. Tompkins and Heels was
established in 1932 and is owned and operated by Ted Heels and his
son Gerry.

While most of their competitors perform lettering and designs to pre-
cut and pre-shaped stone, Tompkins and Heels Monuments manufac-
tures their monuments on-site from much larger slabs. This allows
them to offer a great deal of variety and customization, as well as cost  Ted (left) and Gerry (right) Heels,

savings to their customers. owners of Tompkins and Heels
Monuments, Barrie’s longest-standing
Roughly half of Tompkins’ business is servicing, which family owned business.

includes over 500 cemeteries throughout Central Ontario.
The other half of their business is the manufacturing of 2003 Ambassador Program Summary
monuments with an average of 350 upright monuments

and 350 markers annually. Barrie’s Business Ambassadors visited ten

companies in 2003 namely: Sci-Mold, North-
land Steel, Clarica, G&K Technologies, Tanris
Packaging, Nor-Tech Pattern Model & Mold,
Pewter Creek Studios, Blevins Insurance
Group, Tompkins & Heels Monuments, and
Chip Guard Custom Designs.

In addition to the two owners who work at their Essa
Road location, there are 5 employees who work in the
plant and 3 full-time and 3 part-time sales representa-
tives who cover all of Central Ontario up to and including
Parry Sound.

For more information, please contact them at (705) 728- If you're interested in hosting a Business Am-

2749 bassador Visit in the near future, please con-
’ tact Jean-Mathieu (J.M.) Chenier at the Eco-
Chip Guard Custom Designs nomic Development Office, (705) 739-4220

ext 5036 or at jchenier@city.barrie.on.ca. We
In November, Barrie’s Business Ambassadors visited Chip Wwould love to get to know your company!
Guard Custom Designs located on 68 Hooper Road.
Owner Ron Legere started the company over 10 years ago af- ‘!
ter working as an automotive body repairman for a local car .
the United States. They are also in the process of developing ol
software that will allow for easier updates of new designs for ~ Above left to right: J.M Chenier, Economic De-
their installers. velopment Officer, Ron and Betty Legere, Own-

dealership.
ers, Nancy Tuckett, Director of Economic De-

For information on how you can protect your car’s paint velopment, and Sybil Goruk, Executive Director
against wear and tear, call Chip Guard at (705) 728-5332 or of the Barrie Chamber of Commerce at Chip
visit them at their Hooper Road location in Barrie’s south end. Guard Custom Designs in November.

Chip Guard Custom Designs manufactures and installs pro-
tective paint kits for over 1500 different makes and models,
which Mr. Legere has designed himself. While major U.S.
competitors may use the same 3M Scothcal protective film,
Mr. Legere claims that Chip Guard’s special application proc-
ess ensures a permanent fit around the edges.

Chip Guard now has 7 licensed installers in Canada and 3 in




EDO Sells Land to Can-Barr Mechanical

Can-Barr Mechanical is purchasing a third property
from the City of Barrie for the construction of a
12,000 sq. ft. industrial building. The land is a 1.28
parcel of industrial land, located on Welham Road
in the South Barrie Industrial Park.

Can-Barr is a local commercial & residential plumb-
ing contractor that has been experiencing signifi-
cant growth and requires additional space at their
current location for their operations. Can-Barr is
purchasing the land to construct a building for one
of their tenants, which is co-located with Can-Barr
at their Hooper Road location.

Can-Barr purchased 1.6 acres of land from the city
in 2000 and 1.26 acres in 2002. Both of these par-
cels of land were used to construct multi-tenant in-
dustrial buildings.

Can-Barr Mechanical has been offering quality ser-
vice in the Barrie area since 1980 and they are an
authorized Dealer of Radiant Floor Heating Sys-

NG & DEVELOPMENT

EDO Sells City in TO at Construct Canada
Conference & Trade Show

December was a busy month for staff from the
Economic Development Office (EDO) and saw
the City participate in the 15th annual Construct
Canada Conference & Trade Show held from De-
cember 5th to 7th in Toronto at the Metro To-
ronto Convention Centre.

Construct Canada is Canada’s largest annual
show on building design, construction, housing,
renovation, and property management with over
950 exhibitors and 20,000 visitors. Construct
Canada is held concurrently with Homebuilder &
Renovator Expo, PM Expo, and DesignTrends.

The goal for attending this show was to market
the City of Barrie as an excellent location for
business growth and expansion to the show at-
tendees and their clients. To this end, staff net-
worked extensively with the company represen-
tatives and were able to provide valuable infor-
mation to everyone that stopped by the booth.

tems.

Show attendees included architects, builders,
contractors, developers, engineers, property
managers, and specifiers.

For more information, please contact Jeff Doyle at
(705) 728-7618 or Jim Hazzard of Century 21 Re-
alty at (705) 721-9111.
Sildom Centre Creates Opportunity for New
Businesses

Overall, attendence at the show was excel-
lent and the Economic Development Office
is looking forward to participating in the
show again in 2004!

Is your business looking for an excellent neighbourhood
plaza location in the high growth south end of the City?
Well look no further, Sildom Centre has an aesthetically
appealing look that enhances this neighbourhood. It is
anchored by a well known convenience store at one cor- |
ner and an Italian cuisine restaurant at the opposing &
end. And yes, it has a pizza outlet, hair salon and nail |

salon.

This plaza welcomes the addition of a day care center
and a dental office to better serve the needs of the
Holly community. In total, Sildom Centre will allow for |
space for approximately 20 new businesses to Barrie.

Available units range from approximately 970 to 1475
square feet. Base rents start at $14.00 per square foot.

For more information about this property please con-
tact Wayne Hay of Royal Lepage at (705) 728-6900 or

waynehay@ican.net.




Technology Sector Expects Continued
Growth In 2004

The technology sector in Barrie is busy and the
outlook for continued growth in 2004 is posi-
tive. With this positive growth there are excel-
lent opportunities for local businesses wanting
to hire technology professionals.

One of the major benefits for employees work-
ing and living in Barrie is the quality of life.
There are many highly skilled and qualified
technology professionals living in Barrie who
make the 3-hour round trip commute to Toronto
and its environs each day - many of these indi-
viduals would jump at the chance to pursue
their careers closer to home. There are many
more technology professionals living in Toronto
who would love to get out of the rat race and
move to the safe, slower paced, culturally rich
community that is Barrie. Employers in Barrie
can offer a fabulous quality of life when enticing
these highly skilled professionals to work in Bar-
rie.

INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

Increasing Tourism Efforts

In November, Tourism Barrie met with 30 bus tour
operators at the Ontario Motor Coach Association
Marketplace in Toronto as part of their strategic plan
to increase tourism in the area. Bus tour operators
were very interested in Barrie and were pleased to
learn about its rich and diverse arts and culture
scene, as well as the many festivals and events tak-
ing place in the City throughout the year. On aver-
age, one bus tour group consisting of 50 to 60 peo-
ple will create $7,000 in economic spin-off in a com-
munity per night.

In addition to increasing the number of bus tours,
Tourism Barrie and Barrie's hospitality partners are
developing a "Sport Assist" program. At present, ac-
commodations, restaurants and attractions are de-
veloping incentives and tools to encourage all local
amateur sport organizers to secure sporting events
in Barrie.

Submitted by Christine Anderson, Executive Director, Barrie Tour-

= December Building Activity in Barrie

Barrie also has exceptional education opportunities for : :
technology professionals - many graduates from Geor- | Residential $14,898,300
gian College’s Computer Programmer/Analyst and Com-
puter Systems Technician programs are keen to start at | commercial $2,088,402
entry level technology positions with Barrie employers.
Whether it is a co-op placement, new grad or a seasoned | [ndustrial $12,428,100
technology professional, Barrie has lots to offer the em-
ployment market in 2004. Institutional $1,925,000
Submitted by Ian Pavlik, President, Pavliks.com
Other $106,850
Total $31,446,652
FOR FURTHER BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT IN-

FORMATION CONTACT:

Nancy Tuckett, M.Sc., M.C.IL..P.
Director of Economic Development
Economic Development Office
70 Collier Street, 2nd Floor
Barrie, Ontario CANADA L4M 4T5
Telephone: (705) 728-9850
E-mail: edo@city.barrie.on.ca
Website: www.city.barrie.on.ca

There was a total of 143 permits issued in
December; 121 residential, 21 commercial, 8
industrial, 3 institutional, and 11 other.

The ICI sectors contributed to over half of
the total building permit fees last month.

For a breakdown of all permits issued, visit
the City of Barrie’s website.




