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Date

Comment

11/16/2017

I had a little extra in my budget calculations, but it was impossible to balance it so I think
the extra money from my budget should go to a new, multi purpose city hall.

11/16/2017

Activities could be a nominal user pay amount.
Perhaps the horticultural society could assist with maintaining parks etc.

11/17/2017

Council must be courageous and prioritize what is really needed within the city.
Emergency services(police and fire) is suffocating the city's finances with their exorbitant
costs. Compare the ES share of the current city budget to that of 20 or 30 years ago ( yet
crime and fire rates have plummeted) and it is clear that the ES budget allocation is
needlessly strangling the city's capacity to finance badly needed programs and services.
The excessive ES budget has:
1) lessened the quality of life of Barrie citizens by siphoning off funds from cultural and
environmental programs
2) ironically hurt the public's safety by decreasing road maintenance/upgrades, sidewalk
and trail upgrades
3) decreased the potential of this city by limiting new hires and city staffing levels in other
departments
There are so many badly needed programs and services in the city that are chronically
under-funded because of the outrageous ES financial burden continually exerted on
Barrie's annual budget.
I do know there are limitations, but please councilors, do what may be not politically
expedient, and decrease the ES budget.

11/22/2017

Fix the section of Hurst Dr. between Cox and Golden Meadow Rd.

11/22/2017

Why are we spending so much money on fire services when the number of actual fires is
significantly down? Fire fighters need to stop responding to unnecessary medical calls. If
they are going to respond, why do they need to show up in million dollar trucks?

11/22/2017

When I completed the survey I was shown this comment "You have spent $75.27m of
$76.01m ,You are under budget — please allocate more funds." Really,is spending less
money than the previous year never an option for council?
I was also wondering why the Police Services was not included? Barrie is a very safe city,
which suggests that we have far too many officers. I see cost savings to be had here with
a reduction to police administration and front line officers.

11/22/2017

Take a drive from top to bottom of anne st. This road needs to be fixed. And adjoining
sideroads (Austen, Latetia).
Also, do not raise property taxes and do not subsidize immigration

11/22/2017

I love the way the city is heading but you can't make everyone happy. The future needs
better transit. Our waterfront is spectacular but took far too long as what seems like many
projects. As a business owner on a major road I've seen first hand how slow these
projects come to fruition. While I love the idea of bike lanes it seems to me there has to be
a better way given the amount of their use as well as how much we can use them based
on our climate. Spending seems out of control and our taxes compared to other regions is
too high. Why in this survey do I have to allocate extra funds. Such a liberal approach to
spending when we should try to save.

11/22/2017

Roads and Beaches and Transit to be the focus. Waiting 30min for a bus is horrible
especially in the winter. It should be every 15min during peak times and then maintain the
half hours until the next peak time. Roads, work to complete projects faster and beaches,
put more resources to keep the beaches clean.

11/22/2017

Stop wasting money downtown and on the waterfront

11/22/2017

Maintaining our ageing roads & sewer systems is critical. Major roads fall into disrepair
such as Duckworth Street. The response to these conditions is unsatisfactory.
Enforcement of speed limits in the City is unsatisfactory.

11/22/2017

I would like to see By-law officers giving warnings and tickets to residents who leave
furniture out at the end of their driveway with FREE signs on them for long periods of time.
On Raymond Crescent 2 residents did this for three weeks before the furnitures was
removed. I would like our tax dollars spent on improving traffic on Mapleview Drive and
Big Bay Point Road. I would like to see RED LIGHT cameras in the city especially at the
Yonge and Madeline intersection. I hope the Mayor and Council approve a Baseball field
in the City of Barrie for the Barrie Baycats. My wife and I hope that improvements will be
made to the local parks in the Southeast area of Barrie. A splash pad would be great. We
would love to see a Farmers Market in our end of the city too - maybe at the library on
Dean Avenue. Thank you City Council for the work that you do for the people of Barrie!

11/22/2017

More funding for arts and culture!

11/22/2017

Slightly over budget, so would trim the excess from other areas - tool is not that
sophisticated to allow minor revisions - all or none.

11/23/2017

Public transit is a JOKE.... empty buses everywhere...NOT ENOUGH USE TO
JUSTIFY...Increase fares to $5 per trip to cover cost.Bike lanes on arterial roads are
RIDICULOUS...NO ONE USES THEM...Arterial roads should be back to 4 lanes. On
Ferndale north there is a dedicated paved bike path to the side of Ferndale yet some
"idiot" decided it a good idea to put a bike lane on the road...obviously the left hand does
not know what the right is doing!!Many intersection where the lights need to be
addressed..eg... on Bayfield at Livingstone and Ferndale ... Bayfield has dedicated left
turn signals that often are too short , do not come on ... go back to advanced arrows so
that when no one is coming one can still turn left.At the Mapleview mess going west at the
turn to go on 400 south the left stays on when no one is there...improve flow sense no
vehicle and turn it off so eastbound can proceed....going east there are two lanes to go left
onto 400 north...often accidents...mapleview west should not be able to turn onto 400
north(aka put a right turn signal) when east bound has arrow to turn onto 400
north...SPEED BUMPS ARE A BANDAID NOT A SOLUTION... got a speed problem fix it
with a COP not bumps which cause be to slow to 5 km/h and scrape the bottom on my car
when the speed limit is 50 and I am doing nothing wrong yet get punished ...PUNISH THE
SPEEDERS. Enough rant....got many more....got a committee...need a member....let me
know.

11/23/2017

More funding for arts and culture!

11/23/2017

Arts and culture is so important. Please, please do what you can to better support the
creative economy of Barrie.

11/23/2017

Arts & Culture are very important!! People need to learn about the history of our city and
we need the arts to inspire youth so that they can go on and do great things in this world!!

11/23/2017

The arts and cultural events are really important and funding should not decrease. They
help a lot of people and are their livelihood

11/23/2017

Culture is so important. Bring back individual artist grants! Make cultural spaces affordable
for arts organizations!

11/23/2017

Please move forward with the downtown performance and conference centre (W.A. Fisher
Auditorium)!

11/23/2017

What I would actually prefer is a modest increase to cultural and recreation programming,
while maintaining funding and service levels in other areas. I would not like to see our
taxes increase more than a per cent or two. I understand the importance of our taxes, but
large increases can have a huge impact on families already struggling to make ends
meet. Barrie needs more libraries, I support funding increases in library services as well
as planning for future libraries.

11/23/2017

I would like to see a 2yr moratorium on ALL new capital expenditures to help us get
control of our debt...we cannot maintain or increase our capital expenditures on new
projects without exceeding a common sense level of debt....Thank you

11/23/2017

I think we need to be spending more money bolstering local artists and small businesses.

11/23/2017

Arts and culture are so important to the community as a means to connect with each
other, inspire entrepreneurship, and putting Barrie on the map as a city with a strong
cultural foundation and voice. The arts are a cost-effective means to providing
programming with tremendous potential for a ripple-effect in a community with very limited
art opportunities. The psychological, physical, and emotional benefits to increasing arts
funding are instrumental in the growth I would like to see for the city.

11/23/2017

I would like the roads repaired to decrease the amount of personal money people are
having to pay for vehicle repairs from driving on these surfaces! The hanging baskets and
extra gardens do look nice but they cost a lot to maintain beyond the initial plantings... as
nice as it is to see each light post with a basket why not every second? save a little money
and still look pretty! DO NOT spend any of my tax dollars on waterfront structures like this
so called baseball diamond, we all know it is not just baseball. This is the gateway into a
bigger development including a possible YMCA or hockey arena, condos, office spaces...
THE PLACE FOR THIS IS ESSA RD on the old racetrack grounds. Take a drive along the
highway looking at passers by see... Molson Park (shopping), Essa Road looks like skid
row, (burned out cars from fire training), Dunlop isn't any better. Bayfield street is
unchangeable and then at least Duckworth is being overhauled. Spend money at Essa
Rd!

11/23/2017

I would like further focus on infrastructure repair and/or replacement. Rather than embark
on another capital project like the Fisher Auditorium or a new Stadium, please focus on
road work. I would be OK with a debenture to narrow the infrastructure gap, but keep the
pace at something the staff can manage. I realize that $70 million of work cannot happen
all in one year, but I feel that the extra 1% tax will cause too long a delay in getting things
up to a reasonable standard.

11/23/2017

In my submission, I elect to INCREASE two separate categories: 1) **Theatre/Culture,
Innovative **Strong** Economy (not just 'start-ups'), and 2) Parks & Recreation, ...and
DECREASE numbers of police patrol (reasons below)... Specifically:1) For
Theatre/Culture increase: - Not 'just promote' getting involved, but to actually assign roles
for employees to work 'on the ground' and invite/attract more 'big name' acts (like
Soulpepper Theatre and dance troupe / touring musicals, from Toronto, KitchenerWaterloo Region, nationwide and even across the border), while re-engaging Barrie
residents to come out to see the bigger-name shows, bands, theatre plays, symphonies,
and cast parties, - just like we did as part of the old Gryphon Theatre Guild in the 1970s 80s, with fundraisers, big name performers, and cast parties at residents' homes - So
engaging, lively, alive - and FUN! :-D2) Parks & Recreation -Specifically, the reintroduction of outdoor ice rinks creation and maintenance/support around the city - a very
meaningful activity and memory for all friends and family we grew up with. We need to see
the next generation enjoy this very meaningful, nostalgic, classic Canadian and 'VeryBarrie' past time :-). ** REASON** Ice rinks, tennis courts, parks all keep lots of kids and
adolescents engaged and at the parks, enjoying something positive - a healthy outlet - so
they are not drawn to "just having out" downtown and/or causing trouble, simply out of
boredom or "nothing to do" (which can lead later to too much idle time, too much
experimenting with drugs/drug use, conflicts, etc.) IN other words - ENGAGE people using
our parks and parkland - for healthy outlets in our stress filled daily lives - so that kids /
young people don't feel overly tempted to do something else (that can lead to conflicts or
drug use where the police then need to be called in. Let's work to help *prevent* these
police calls or incidents through growing our HEALTHY outlets - parks and ice rinks healthy outlets.)* This next part may seem at first an unpopular choice on the surface,
however please read in full:3) DECREASE spending in police force NUMBERS. Keep our
Fire services, however perhaps look at decreasing the number of police force on the
ground in the city.I say this because I see at least three police cars and/or bike or on-foot
officers every day and evening - looking as if they have not much to do. I do think that this
is an excessive number of officers and cars to be seeing 'on the beat' along a relatively
'safe' area - specifically, along Lakeshore Drive. (I have never had an issue driving along
Lakeshore in my decades of driving the five minutes along Lakeshore Drive - it appears to
be an extremely safe area each morning as I go to work, and each afternoon or evening
as I drive or walk home.) For a five-minute drive to work, three cars and at least three
officers seems an excessive number to see on a "safe" road/neighbourhood every single
day.* To cap this off, I now read that an extraordinary number of Barrie constables and
officers earn between $100,000.00 and $150,000.00 / year, (populating the 2016
Sunshine List of high-earners), and so I simply wonder if we need so many 'high earners' or as many as three police cars along five minutes of Lakeshore every single
morning/day/afternoon. In summary:I would much rather *LIVE* and *PLAY* and
*THRIVE* in a vibrant, active, innovative economy focused on enriching its theatre,
shows, plays and The Arts......in a city the that continues its traditions and provides more
HEALTHY OUTLETS (outdoor ice rinks (winter) and lots of convenient tennis courts and
parkland (summer)) - so to give people - especially young active adolescents and young
adults - "something to do" so that they are perhaps less drawn to "just hanging out"
downtown, drinking, or fighting etc - and therefore less police calls......so to avoid living in
fear - in more of a "police state" requiring police arrests as a method of "conflict
resolution".I would rather work to help PREVENT moderate to serious conflicts from
starting - through many and varied choices of innovative, arts, expressionist, active sports
outlets in the City. I would rather help PREVENT or MINIMIZE areas where police may be
needed.I would rather CREATE areas of PLAY instead - to continue traditions around the
true essence of Barrie as a place outside Toronto - that has a different PACE, a different
speed, a different way of life than busy Toronto - for those seeking a high quality of life
(theatre, plays, innovation, parks, ice rinks, tennis courts) - rather than simply a highly
numbered police force or "police state". [My background: My family includes a superior
court justice (a judge) and a former OMB (Ontario Municipal Board) chairman, two
teachers, two Anglican ministers, two lawyers (one of whom was my grandmother, one of

the first female lawyers in Canada), a cook, a Honda line worker/IT technologist, a hightech Sr Infrastructure manager from the mobile communications industry, and a federal
politics candidate - and we - ALL of us - live or lived in Barrie and enjoy the theatre,
cultural events, parks, Rail Trail walks, natural spaces, clean water, clean air and
resources, and above all the sense of a City that creates an accountable, supportive,
healthy outlets for all residents and all ages - at a different 'speed' than Toronto - though
equally varied, engaging, intellectual .... and FUN!]I wish to live in a City and space that
continues these initial 'true values' found in any successful community...to better find
areas to thrive in (events, theatre, plays, shows, ice rinks, parks..)I do not wish to live in a
city that is looking to take away ice rinks, parks etc - then wait for conflicts / incidents to
arise (due to perhaps a lack of parks, rinks, healthy outlets) - and then engage in only a
"police-state" or a "survive-day-to-day-only" mentality.
11/23/2017

i Hope that the placement or order of the items is randomized, otherwise I fear people’s
first instinct is to “cut” before they even read....

11/23/2017

New Barrie home owner!

11/23/2017

W.A. Fisher Auditorium Comments:1) the location of facilities and their cohesion.
Example: YMCA and Library more cohesive. Conference Centre, Auditorium and Hotel
more cohesive. Perhaps rebuild a new library in place of the 'school and auditorium' and
repurpose the existing downtown library into a more significant conference centre. The
additional lands of (H-Block) have been a placeholder for a more expanded theatre move
towards building this new theatre.2) the Mady must meet its original goal stated back in
2009 and fix the issues that are hindering its ability to bolster the downtown's GDP. 3) two
larger independent building facilities that will employ the Georgian College students that
will embrace their learnings. Having two larger facilities that are more cohesive and
supports domestic and imported programming aids in promoting the 'reality' of today's
multicultural Cities.4) building a facility that will provide maximum profitability with one
master kitchen and various larger banquet facilities to support multiple weddings,
conferences that will increase profits and employment. In this case, if building a kitchen,
make it available to (x4 / 450 tables) 1800 tabled events at once. 5) dual purposing
(event/conference/auditorium) makes both facilities small and competing spaces and
unlikely to leverage the profitability of two large and separate buildings. Also, the other
point to be made: the City (back in the day) had the Fisher at 1100 seats with Georgian
with 700 seats. With this new proposal (2017) we have the Mady at 200 and the new
Theatre at 650 which equates to a 50% reduction in seats with an 18 million price tag.

11/24/2017

Spend spend..no common sense, Less ridiculous things like painting bicycle signage on
pavement just prior to a snow/salt season...these will be unseen most of the winter..also
very dangerous conditions for cycling

11/24/2017

We are seniors who like to dine downtown frequently but in winter snow is often piled high
along curbs and we have to walk to end of block to get access to the sidewalk. It would be
nice if Barrie had better winter access to downtown sidewalks, especially in the restaurant
district.

11/24/2017

I believe council does a great job. I would like to see an improvement on clearing snow
and ice on the secondary roads. It is very difficult to walk anywhere in our neighbourhood.
Our roads and sidewalks are covered with ice. There is always a fear of falling. The roads
were not cleared often enough and a front end loader was employed to break up the ice
and gravel etc subsequently dumped on our front lawn.

11/24/2017

Would like to either spend the same or the better option is still reduce cost to the protein
taxes

11/24/2017

Lower speed limits on residential streets

11/24/2017

I think Barrie desperately needs a real theatre----I was just in Orillia at the Opera house
and such a shame we don't have something like that in Barrie

11/25/2017

Considering the amount of property tax that police services eats up which is 4 times as
much as property I own in other central Ontario municipalities something should be done
with this. I don't know how they can justify their costs and doing silly things like changing
police car colours or the city of Barrie changing logos and rebranding everything is a
waste of resources. For the most part I'm happy with the city services except the costs
related to policing, something definitely has to change in regards to the policing portion.
Also next time council pats themselves on the back for a 2% increase + 1% infrastructure
they should keep in mind that most residents of this city do not get 3% + raises every year
and maybe they could keep it flat a couple of years considering I pay higher taxes than my
relatives in Toronto with significant higher valued property. A commmon complaint my
neighbours and I discuss.

11/25/2017
11/25/2017

cut half of city management staff will help with tons of budget
I truly believe that efficiency and innovative ideas can be achieved & investigated and
trials performed without increase in any budgets. Many of them are a matter of openly
engaging target markets and suppliers. I do not believe in increasing budgets to
investigate new technologies etc.. I would also recommend in the future that a ROI is
shown on what a increase in budget will return to the city. My 2 cents

11/25/2017
11/25/2017

More dollars should be spent on arts & culture in our city.
I have lived in barrie a few years and have constantly seen increasing taxes in barrie I
would like to see 1 year where there is no increase. I am asking the city to give the
residence a break 1 year.

11/25/2017

Please treat our tax dollars like you would your nest egg - spend it as conservatively as
possible, while focusing on core needs.

11/27/2017

Increased strategy to develop the downtown core to become more 'world class'. I realize
we have had many set backs, for many reasons, especially the economy. A visionary
plan would help the continuity of design and function, rather than piece meal.
Question, why was Worsley Street resurfaced when other roads are in much worse
shape, example, Duckworth, Bell Farm, and several others? It seems other developments
in Barrie are damaging existing infrastructure with no regard toward maintenence, or
longevity. These developers/developments need to contribute a budgetary amount
toward this, in addition to park/greenspace strategies.

11/27/2017

The City of Barrie needs to look at every line to of the budget and work towards
sustainability - i.e. for every dollar spent - are we getting long term savings impacts or
improved reduction in maintenance. For example - gardens - why do we plant thousands
of petunias everywhere - they are cheap, need lots of watering and fertilizing and are not
impressive to any gardener. If we spent the same funds year after year of low
maintenance perennials - we would eventually save much time and money planting,
maintaining, digging up and replanting every year. Barrie could easily be a garden city
that would attract tourism and hide some of the "ugly" aspects of the city. Barrie claims it
is business friendly but the road investments says otherwise:- Welham Road between
Mapleview and Churchill is taking out transmissions for vehicles travelling it every dayMapleview heading west at Park Place has two problems - it narrows to steer traffic into
Park Place (this should be opened up to improve traffic flow) and there is a bus stop
between Park Place and the north bound highway on ramp (that is a crazy place to put a
bus stop). Every day people are stuck in traffic because of these two silly planning
mistakes.Firefighters - can we really afford as a society to pay for firefighters to attend
every single 911 call? Maybe the paramedics - buy why firefighters?Why do we overbuild
every project we undertake - did we really need to spend so much money on the
lakeshore project? I.e. there is a huge raised garden - not required. Every spend should
be evaluated to determine - do we really need to spend? would we spend that kind of
money in our own back yard? I doubt it.Cultural spending - I think this should be left up to
volunteer groups to organize city events - seems like a waste to have the city host a
bunch of weekend events - just control the geese instead so everyone can swim in the
lake.Business support - do we really need to have so many economic offices in the region
- Barrie, Simcoe County, etc. etc. It would be better to have lower taxes to support
business growth than so many highly paid city staff.Good changes recently- bike lanes
around the city may not be used much yet - but it is a good start and they will eventually
catch on and maybe save some transit problems- Ferndale finally completed-

11/28/2017
11/28/2017

Paramedic services
would like to see a reduction in taxes, they are already above the average and way too
high. my property taxes have gone up almost 1000 dollars in 3 years, which is way too
high, and i dont even have a sidewalk. too much money is being spent on downtown when
the normal person cant even enjoy the area because of all the drugs. i have witnessed
people shooting up right on the street corner. i dont want to take my children down there.
you cant walk down the sidewalk without feeling intimidated, or walking through smokers
standing outside the doorways, or drug deals going on right there.
taxes are way too high concentrating on a bunch of things no one wants or uses. taxes
are being used to create more subdivisions and i should not be paying for developers to
build for profit.

11/28/2017

I think that it's vital to the continued support of the immense growth our city is seeing that
the Creative Economy budget continues to receive maximum support. If it means that the
grass doesn't get cut quite as often, that seems like an even trade to me. Thanks for all
that you do as Council!

11/28/2017

Regardless of this attempt for the citizens of Barrie to input our suggestions, there is no
easy way to do it without someone getting upset. We are a "growing" city and costs for
operating is also growing. Can the City somehow lower the outside expenditures. Or is
there a way to do early retirement for city employees without too much penalty to both
sides.

11/30/2017

Let's not be afraid to invest in the City and ensure we have the infrastructure, attractions,
and business to keep existing and new residents in Barrie for more than just sleeping.

12/1/2017

As in my comments from last year's input, the descriptions provided for the "three levels"
of spending are too restrictive and almost force a "same or greater" choice. Why insert
wording that states one can't choose to "reduce" a segment because of contractual
commitments? If portions of the budget framework are already "overridden" by contracts
the City willingly entered into, why offer the choice? The aggressive wording
associated with the "overspend" bar implies the "hidden agenda" of the Council to gain
re-election in the 2018 election year.

12/2/2017
12/2/2017

We must stop living a Champagne lifestyle on a beer budget ability.
While I can appreciate that all these areas are worthy ones in which to spend funds, roads
have suffered greatly over the last few mild winters and are in desperate need of repair.
The totals in my budget allocation do exceed the recommendation, but only by 0.02%,
which I think translates into 70¢ per household. I think it's worth it.

12/2/2017

$21,000 for commercial property tax where the previous owner was paying $12,000 and
our old building was $10,000 we budgeted for $15,000. Maybe you could get rid of pay
parking downtown, I am on Hwy 11, but you could help business downtown without the
debilitating parking fees.

12/2/2017

please keep taxes down, why do you plow the sidewalks in residential areas?? Other
cities do not do that, how expensive is that to plow the sidewalks. Why don't you let the
drainage basins go wild and they would soak in more water and cost less to maintain, put
more trees around them

12/4/2017

Do not be happy at average of other municipalities. Find out how. The smaller budget
communities do it. Nobody is happy being average.

12/7/2017

I would like to see a 2% budget cut in all departments.

12/7/2017

Most of our services are stellar. Where we might be able to save some money (long term)
is by investigating more automation in garbage collection. If it takes the hauler less time to
load the truck (i.e the truck grabs bins as it goes down the street similar to many
metropolitan areas in Ontario and BC) then there can be some cost savings. It would also
increase safety for the drivers. There are some wasted fund in my neighbourhood
particularly. Our road is swept and washed quite a bit in the spring; i understand allows
for the recycling of sand used during the winter, however, waiting and doing it once or
twice max is much more efficient.

12/7/2017

Increasing property taxes is acceptable provided the public gets an input and the taxes
are put towards the improvement of the city.

12/7/2017

no new theatre - current locations are underused, reduce auxiliary vehicles @ fire dept.,
eliminate police @ construction sites in Barrie

12/7/2017

I one to two percent increase is fine with our household if it enhances our city. But not
willing to give more money to police services as they are out of control already.

12/7/2017

Options to decrease that can’t be done due to collective agreements should not be
offered. More emphasis on services that everyone uses (roads and trees) and use user
fees for more specific uses that have a more targeted impact.

12/8/2017

Police Department: I believe we should reduce the police budget. According to a Fraser
Institute study we have 25 more officers than we need in Barrie. Fire Department: We
could also save by eliminating dispatches to non fire related calls. They are trying to justify
their numbers by going to every emergency call when paramedics should handle these
calls.Overall we should have a tax decrease. Why are our property taxes double what
they were 10 years ago? We are not getting twice the service levels. There are too many
overpaid city workers in all departments.

12/8/2017

I would like to suggest that subsidizing recreation programs in Barrie in the economy that
we live in is absolutely wrong, Also the amount of money given to our Police services for
salaries and benefits in this economy seems excessive as the majority of people have no
benefits at all. It is very interesting when the Council takes credit for the low
unemployment rate in Barrie and all the jobs that are being created are part time retail ie
development at Park Place. Regarding the hiring at Barrie Police...there should not
be..hiring freeze immediately which includes Special Constables which are continually
being hired. Barrie Police needs to utilize their spending by putting more back into
walking --not driving-- the downtown core which is a scary place to be in broad daylight.
Also correcting the speeding issues within the city. Also do not agree with a deputy major.
We do not need to add another salary to the books. Overall Barrie, lets start living in the
real world where the majority live pay cheque to paycheque and do not have benefits or
pensions like you who are employed with the City. Lets think about them for a change.

12/8/2017

If we are investing money as a city I would like to see what the ROI is on a case by case
basis. there is a need for tighter fiscal control. Given the size of the city finance staff i
would think this should be easily achieved. If we reduce our debt our debt servicing cost
would go down and then we will be able to be more strategic but we need to go through
some austerity for a period of time to get to that stage.

12/9/2017
12/10/2017

taxes are getting out of hand. we need to reduce the tax burden
More recreation centres with better aquatic options (e.g. high diving board; leisure pool
with lazy river available all the time, not just certain times); more library branches
throughout the city.

12/13/2017

The City should focus on core services and scale back "nice-to-haves" in an effort to keep
property taxes under control.

12/14/2017

I recognize that I 'overspent'. But your simplistic tool doesn't allow me to request a 3%
increase or a 4.2% increase. I highly recommend NO tax increase. A reallocation of
funds, combined with tough discussions and decisions around efficiency and return-oninvestments means that we could likely make our tax dollars go a little further. Coupled
with that is the fact that Barrie has significant growth from Builders and Developers,
whose financial contributions to the city's coffers should be wisely reinvested into our city.
Finally, with a new revenue stream coming to Ontario through legalized recreational
marijuana, Barrie may be able to offset some of its costs (particularly for community
services and safety) through this stream (provided the Wynne government doesn't try to
bamboozle municipalities and cities out of their fair (and deserved) share.

12/17/2017

Increase front line policing as demands have increased, ie. mental health response,
carrying and administering naloxone, etc.

12/18/2017

Sadly, the municipal government will have to think about creative ways to help Barrie
residents deal with Hydro/Minimum Wage from the Liberal government. These are
provincial matters but will greatly impact our City's economics.

12/19/2017

Bicycle lanes should be added as roadwork is done so that it becomes easier to cycle
around the city.

12/19/2017

I seem to have overspent but with the current growth projections for our city and the need
to improve so many public services- all the areas seemed to need increases. If it was
necessary to cut back somewhere I would have done that with fire and police services.

12/20/2017

I am very pro-construction activities, general development and improving the City's
infrastructure. I believe that giving the city better road systems is an incredibly important
issue that should not be overlooked. Expediting projects like the Harvey Road bridge over
the 400 and improving Big Bay Point Road is very important, as well as continued
development in the New Salem area.
I am not against a tax increase, although avoiding one is always preferable. I would prefer
to increase revenues through increased business development in the future, however I do
not believe 2018 will see a major improvement in this area due to many businesses
adjusting to the new minimum wage.

12/20/2017

Fire services spending is extremely high. I don’t think we really need to spend this much

12/21/2017

I know I am over budget in this tool, but I really want to see Barrie strive to be the best city
in Ontario. I have been living here for 3 years, and I fall completely in love with this city.
Barrie has so much potential to be an environmentally conscious city and a vibrant
community, I believe we should do the best we can to make this city a GREAT city! I also
believe cultural immersion among residents is important to serve as pillar and support for
our community.

12/29/2017
12/29/2017

A tough exercise...good luck councillors.
In a time of decreased Provincial And Federal assistance, we need to be smart as to
where we allocate funds

12/30/2017

The amount of Money spent on the Fire Department is mind boggling. For a Service who's
call volume continues to decline, Their over response to pretty much everything, and the
fact they are making an insane amount of Money to work a couple days a Month, needs to
be addressed

12/30/2017

cut police and fire budgets. we life in safe times, no need for these budgets to continue
going up greater than the rate of inflation every single year. More spending on transit and
options to the single passenger automobile are necessary.

12/30/2017

Sidewalks, where they exist at all, are in need of attention. The city continues to waste
money laying sidewalks that are: Too narrow for the existing (and available) snow clearing
equipment. Placed adjacent to the curbs rendering them useless for the winter months.
Have been broken up by heavy equipment carelessly driven over them by private
contractors during construction projects. Many streets in "old" Barrie lack proper
sidewalks; a little thought could find savings that could rectify this!

12/31/2017

Thus survey us limited, allowing only an increase of 5%, status quote or a 5% decrease.
Certainly 0.5-4.5% options would also have positive impacts.

12/31/2017

I would like to continue seeing the city provide traffic calmed neighbourhoods. I would also
like to see Huronia rd in between young and Mapleview widened and side walks installed .

1/1/2018

More libraries

1/1/2018

I would like a break in continual tax increases every year the tax increase this year is
proposed at 3.15% even people with good jobs don't usually get more than a 2% increase
and the majority don't even get that. Also it's actually amounts to a larger percentage than
that every year because our MPAC assessment increases the value of our property each
year that in turn increases how much value your taxing against. I think the city should
actually make development pay for development like the widening of Mapleview to
support the development of housing which will make the developers a nice profit on our
taxpayer built road. Finally our service partners spending is out of control police services
consume the largest single percentage item of my tax bill which is completely ridiculous
and now additional tax money is going to $120,000,000 service campus and two libraries
at that tax amount is really expensive the city needs to rein the so called partner services
in and give taxpayers in Barrie some long overdue reprieve from increases. I'm glad to
support the city but forcing an additional 1% for infrastructure is ridiculous when they
could get this money from the very areas I reduced or eliminated in the budget allocator
and still lower the 2.15% not everyone attends the Mady centre or wants to pay to employ
buskers that used to pay us to ply their trade. So in short I would allocate the most money
I could back into the pockets of the Barrie taxpayers

1/4/2018

I would allocate more in fixing the roads around Barrie. I have seen plenty of roads
especially in the North End that are in really bad shape (pot holes, uneven surfaces)
in which contributes to vehicles having broken suspensions,wheels, and even getting in to
accidents during rain and snow weather. The city of Barrie are doing so well in attracting
people around Simcoe area to visit the parks and the lake.
It's time for Barrie to step it up a notch and improved the roads as there are people who
rely on their own vehicles here than public transportation.

1/4/2018

Stop building new projects until current ones are completed. - i.e. the waterfront is still a
disaster. You're building for people to come to our Barrie beaches - but they DON'T spend
money here! They bring their own coolers of food and beverages, bbq's, etc. Then there
is no parking for Barrie residents. Our taxes are through the roof yet Barrie is allowing
hundreds and hundreds if not thousands of new housing, which is bringing in major land
taxes. Stop the onslaught of building up our beaches for people that don't contribute to our
economy except for a $15.00 parking pass.

1/4/2018

As they say in marketing..."fish where the fish are biting". Spend the funds where the
services are being utilized don't allocate funds where traditional usage has remained
stagnant.

1/5/2018

The transit needs work. Try riding the bus undercover to work for a month and any
grocery shopping as homework and you will find that hard. Example I live near the
college. A bunch of my co workers and I live in the same area. We work at a big call
centre on ferris lane. To get there we have to take two buses. To get back we have to
travel all the way to downtown and back up. When the buses are on hourly it takes two
hours to get home. We either need a new bus route to help with needs in certain area or
more frequent buses...

1/5/2018

Decrease salaries and/or benefits of government employees.

1/5/2018
1/5/2018

Please stop referring to it as Mady centre.
Please more parks, great waterfront and social services. Help for the homeless and
portable housing services for the poor. Too much is spent on firefighters and Mady
Centre!

1/5/2018

Budgets are already tight. With increased ho using costs, mortgages are higher and
young people are struggling to get in the market. To afford something decent is tight and
we can't afford an increase in taxes. I already barely get by with mortgage payments and
bills.

1/5/2018

Please reduce the costs of firefighters! They are so expensive. You just hired a new
batch. Please we have other issues like the environment and poverty. more support for
volunteer organizations would be good too. Thank you for asking us citizens

1/5/2018

I would like to see more family friendly activities. More splash pads for the kids especially
on the south east end.

1/6/2018
1/6/2018
1/6/2018

Thank you for this opportunity
I do not support an increase in police service costs
Please stop increasing the emergency services budget. It is out of control. Too many of
my tax dollars go to them for what? A 2 minutes increase in response time for a city with
slowing crime rates and fire calls that are for car accidents?

1/6/2018

I think the scare tactics on the Fire Dept are inappropriate as the number of fires are on a
decline and there can be opportunities for efficiencies if you think outside the box.
Forcing a choice between a 5% increase or no increase or a 5% decrease is unfair. Most
of us get a 1 or 2% pay increase so the idea of increasing an area by 5% is hard to
swallow. At the end of the survey to tell people they are under budget so they must add
spending is forcing answers to give you a pre-designed answer. Not an appropriate way of
doing a survey.

1/6/2018

Balancing a budget is important for any business. Since a city is run as a business it is
important to balance a budget when possible. While you can set a budget, sometimes
during a business year unexpected expenses occur and you need to have funds available
to resolve those issues. So coming In under budget means a more profitable city and
saves tax payers money. Reducing borrowing costs in the long term. Tax money would
be best spent relieving the traffic congestion on Mapleview and hwy 400. Such as another
access point order or over the 400 at big bay point or Harvie drive, or Byrne drive.

1/7/2018

It’s not necessary to spend more. Perhaps keep spending as is or cut back. Realty Taxes
are out of control

1/7/2018

I am Senior homeowner ( born in Barrie), long time resident- would like winter plows to
clean lane ways by road when it's filled with large chunks of ice ( can't shovel it,
snowblower will not clear ) Other cities do this- eg. Scarborough, North York in Toronto. A
list could be made of we who need it. In these days of computers this could easily be set
up! Called Service Barrie to speak with Roads Supervisor but they would not put me
through - have called Service Barrie once before & they don't really help. If this 'Service' is
not helpful, it would save money by eliminating it.

1/8/2018

One thing I don't want the city to spend money on is in consultants that will do
assessments or consultation with the public to find out about we already know.

1/9/2018

I’d love to see more money going to the neediest amongst us.

1/9/2018

Roads and sidewalks are a major issue. Duckworth/Grove/Coddrington area for example
horrible shape. The north end gets very neglected an funding goes majority to the south
end

1/9/2018

I retired two years ago and continue to maintain my property. I wish there was a way that
the snow removal could block the snow that they pile into my driveway after a storm.
Apparently some cities have a gate that can be put down to keep the snow from being
placed in the driveways.

1/9/2018

1.3% increase in taxes as the budgeter said would be for my choices is a very reasonable
amount. And I do not think many would oppose that small of an increase......the big 3+ %
ones like before are unexceptable at this time...there also should be a look at all things for
cost savings without reduction of service.....there always is

1/9/2018

I do not mind spending a little extra tax dollars in order for our city to get the updates it
needs (roads, parks, arts, etc.) as long as it creates jobs and stimulates the economy.

1/10/2018

Re: Yonge Station area Rec Centre.Please build no less then a 4 Pad rink. Look to the
Magna Centre in New Market for an Amazing design on a small footprint. Also, consider
selling naming rights for each rink & pool in the city. Simple advertising tool that is
FOUND money for the city.

1/10/2018

improve road paving in the summer and increase snow clearing in the winter

1/10/2018

I like that you are asking for resident opinions. I found it difficult to stay with in budget
which provides people with an understanding of how difficult it is to proceed without
raising property tax.

1/11/2018

There are areas that "I" would like to increase spending, but the tool given does not allow
a variation of the percentages offered -- or if it does, I simply missed it. The prime area
would be road maintenance ... which SHOULD increase as the need arises.

1/11/2018
1/11/2018

Fix the roads. Clear snow from sidewalks
I have left this as over budget as I believe the budget would need to be increased for fire
and emergency for sure and I cannot see decreasing any of the other line items.

1/11/2018

Reduce cultural budget and increase recreational user fees to pay for more winter road
salting, sanding and plowing! This is an election year I will vote for the candidates that
support this essential service.

1/11/2018

Further waterfront development (more cafes and ice cream stands and places people
would want to spend time by the water, rather than just tons of parking lots); more
investment in the downtown core; better traffic flows on Mapleview (not sure what can be
done, but that street is a nightmare for traffic that is really unacceptable in a city this size).

1/11/2018

Make and keep our city clean, colourful and beautiful. Bring back fireworks on Victoria
Day, not because of the queen, but because it's the weekend that marks the start of
summer for so many.

1/11/2018

I would love to see some options that would reduce our taxes in Barrie.
The items included in this quiz were very high level. Would be cool to have a quiz that
gets into a bit more detail. Quizzes/surveys can be a great tool to teach us what’s
happening with our tax dollars. When presented at such a high level as this we really don’t
see the details. Thank you!

1/11/2018

Having hourly service for transit on Sundays, etc. is inefficient because some people can
walk to their destination faster than waiting for a bus. This drops ridership lower. Some
people have to decline employers that have early morning shifts or shifts that finish
11:00pm or later because they cannot get to/from work. People want to work. People
want to provide for their families.

1/11/2018

Streets in subdivisions plowed regularly
Mental health programs

1/11/2018

Increasing taxes when people can barely afford their bills is inappropriate. The city should
focus on elements that affect day to day life. Housing and affordable housing could use
some work

1/12/2018

It would be great if the city maintained the city parking lot and major walkway to Willow
Landing through Lennox Park over winter as the majority of children at that school are
walkers but have to walk much further over winter. A simple run through of the sidewalk
plow once a day would be enough to keep it safe for everyone, especially on days where
we haven't had an fresh snow and the regular routes throughout that subdivision do not
need plowing.

1/12/2018

More secondary route plow operations sick of being stuck in the snow on a residential
street

1/12/2018

I would really like to see the police service budget cut if it's applicable for this budget. As
a Barrie resident, I see the costs of the service constantly rise without any sign of the
police service improving. When the majority of the Barrie public doesn't make what the
police do as a salary, and to constantly see them just parked and sitting in their cars,
refusing to get out of their cars to help people (I've seen this many times) it's frustrating.
They are becoming stand offish, even going up to a police officer to say Hi will result in
you being looked at suspiciously and even questioned. Basically I don't see value for the
dollar there.

1/12/2018

Crucial to consider neighborhood level enhancements (parks, start up supports for
community NGOs) to build community and create an inclusive mindset.
Cost of living is very burdensome in Barrie. Things that reduce inequality (improved
transit to access employment, prioritize city services to low income neighbourhoods etc)
are increasingly important.

1/12/2018

Increase the manpower of Emergency Services, and perhaps look to hire local rather then
out of town applicants

1/12/2018

Cut the bloated police budget!!!!

1/12/2018

Why does the allocator ask me to spend more when I came in under budget???

1/12/2018

Increase in transit to under serviced routes. Decrease social isolation risk improve
compliance with health appointments. Also would like increase spending with recycling
waste management.

1/12/2018

I am happy with the current services the city offers, however I find that we spend a lot of
money on frivolous things. Emergency services should stop with the what if we had this
happen therefore we need to spend a million dollars on a piece of equipment that may
never be used. Is there not a mou with other services that will assist for emergency
situations where we could use their equipment and manpower? Also why do we keep
paying for consultants? We pay good money for the staff we have who are supposed to
be professionals in their field. Why are we relying on vendors to make decisions? Why do
we keep throwing money at non-issues in the city? For example the waterfront or Fred
Grant square . There was nothing wrong with either other than someone didn’t like it and
created a project for the city that cost us a lot of money. Don’t create problems where
there are none. Fix the current issues and stop making them drag on for years. Learn to
prioritize issues. Public safety and roads are more important than moving a statue and
laying sod to make it prettier.

1/13/2018

More needs to be spent on snow removal. As the plow dumps everything he collects up
the street at the bottom of my drive. The works dept. said if I wanted it moving, I would
have to pay for a private contractor. I PAY MY TAXES to the City, who are supposed to
help not create problems with their total indiffeernce to this problem.

1/13/2018

We have very good service levels right now but taxes in Barrie are starting to make me
think of moving. As a retired person I do not make as much use of city facilities as a
family would. I have never doubted the benefits of contributing to city programs but....we
live in a small bungalow and our taxes are now over $4,000... scary. Thanks for the
survey.

1/13/2018

You need to do more for snow removal and garbage pick up. Its a joke. Sometimes my
garbage isn't picked up till the next day or two. Snow removal, i'm lucky if my street is
plowed 3 days after a snowfall. Sidewalk plowing is worse.

1/13/2018

be more careful with the money and more selective of who you for. flow up fully on
complaints. hold city workers more accountable

1/13/2018

I find this to be too basic and coarse of a tool for input to the budget process. The
questions are too general and simplified. As an education tool for the general public, it is
ok.

1/13/2018

need to not be afraid of reducing service levels in some areas. Time to get our budget
under control!

1/13/2018

I do not know what I would improve by reducing the quality of something else.

1/13/2018

First of all, don't insist on my name and email address when asking for input on matters
such as this. Feedback should ALWAYS be anonymous - with the option to leave your full
name and address if you feel so inclined. Else, you dramatically reduce the number of
people willing to provide valid feedback.I've lived in Barrie for over 10 years. Taxes have
risen dramatically to the extent that I feel extorted. And what for? Garbage collection
every 2 weeks? Reduced garbage amount. I actually don't generate a lot of garbage, but
lament the festering mess in the middle of summer. Perhaps garbage collection once per
week in the summer and twice in the winter would solve a lot of problems. And I won't
mention (without a word of a lie) the rat, yes rat, I caught in a trap this year... And how
about the "new" way of cleaning the snow off the roads. What happened? In the past
year or two the minor roads are a complete mess after a few flurries and then we wait
days. Yes Days, before they are cleaned up. I've had 2 near misses (accidents) this year
because of very poor snow removal by the City Of Barrie. I might expect less service if,
and only if, my taxes had gone down. And how much were my taxes reduced when the
garbage service was cut, and the snow removal marginalized... Um...Some ideas on how
to begin lowering our taxes. Yes, lowering. No more increases for the next few years.

1/13/2018

Let's catch up to reality. There really hasn't been any inflation for years Ref:
http://www.inflation.eu/inflation-rates/canada/historic-inflation/cpi-inflation-canada.aspx, so
why the huge increases? Let's begin by slashing the recreation budget. If folks want to
play hockey, let them use their own money. If people want to go to an "arts
performance", let them use their own money (which I guess to be fair is pretty much the
way it is now anyway). If folks want to take their dog for a walk, let them do it on the street
- why are we funding dog parks when only about a third of the population has a dog?
About the same number have cats - do we have cat parks? Surprisingly not. That's quite
a bias. Ref: https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/Statistics/Pages/Market-researchstatistics-US-pet-ownership.aspx Emergency Servies budgets are WAY out of whack.
Sure these are hard-working folks, especially the ones who have secondary businesses
and jobs. Many moons ago emergency workers didn't have extensive safety equipment
and devices that had them risking their lives. Today, they don't even make the top 10 list
for a risky job. Ref: https://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/the-hot-button/and-the-top-10most-dangerous-jobs-are/article16352517/ Why is this so expensive? SLASH here.Let's
also reduce all the "downtown" spending. I mean who really wants to go downtown many of us avoid it like the plague? Who wants to pay for parking, and then go to an
overpriced substandard restaurant (IMO)? Who wants to deal with the congestion,
vagrant and drug issues? Even with all the huge sums we throw at Police Services the
problem still persists. More proof that we might as well just save the $.Why is it so tough
to bring a university here? Sure we have a mediocre college in Barrie. But when you
have a lot of under-educated people in a community, a higher-tier educational facility
would make a lot of sense i.e. you have a large market. You could make a killing here think of how much you could charge for parking. And this isn't a tough equation. How
about a U of T extension for example? It would bring a whack of jobs too - and then
maybe some of the brains wouldn't have to commute to Toronto to work and could
actually work here in Barrie. I could go on. But Rome wasn't built in a day as we all
(purport to) know. But a few comments to perhaps kick off a few discussions. Perhaps I'll
write more next year. Though with my taxes in the $5-6k range, I won't be around here
(living in Barrie) much longer - or retiring in Barrie for that matter. That said, as long as
the housing prices in Toronto don't collapse (and they probably won't, near-term at least),
plenty of folks will be looking for relatively cheaper housing e.g. Barrie.And as such, I
guess you can keep racheting up your taxes, reducing your services, and "sticking it to the
little guy". It's the "corporate way" of today afterall. Why should Barrie be any different.
I'm happy with a slight increase feom my pocket to increase the services needed for this
rapidly expanding city

1/13/2018

Hi,I strongly believe it is appropriate to increase taxes, specifically in order to pay for
roads and creative economy. Best.

1/13/2018

Municipal taxes are too high and there is too much optional spending on things like
recreation and culture. Keep to the basics of infrastructure and emergency services and
let go of the fluff. As more seniors hit retirement age they will be less able to stay at home
and will put more pressure on an already inadequate support system for them.

1/14/2018

Decrease any spending on the police budget and allocate those funds to job creation.

1/14/2018

In my opinion, spending more on our roads to improve cyclists safety would reduce the
number of motor vehicles on the roads and in many parking areas downtown. This would
increase accessibility to our great water front and downtown shops.

1/14/2018

I would like to see every 15 min buses especially the 8a, 8b bus as it is always to full with
lots of people. Always to packed especially at peak hours of 830-930 and again from 2pm
on.

1/14/2018

I find the allocation tool biased toward increasing spending. When my choices were made
it said I was under budget and had to spend more. Why? I feel this is going to lead to
invalid results since users don’t know that being under budget is allowed (and should be
the overall goal!)
Increases every year are simply not sustainable. The amount taxes have gone up in the
10 years I have lived here is disgusting. Please, please make actual tough decisions and
cut taxes!

1/14/2018

Reduce spending on police and fire
Stop giving money to things it’s not our responsibility to fund like RVH & Georgian college
Increase spending on roads but don’t install any more traffic lights, they are so close
together & badly synchronised they make congestion worse
Why is the grass cut in the summer even when the weather has been dry & the grass
hasn’t grown?
Transit could be improved without spending more by organising it better. That deserves a
questionnaire of its own!

1/14/2018

Fire and police services are outrageously expensive. We need to reign in the wage,
pension and operational costs associated with these departments.

1/14/2018

Thank you for doing this survey!
Please be more efficient with the money you are charged to allocate.

1/14/2018

More traffic enforcement officers for Barrie Police.

