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SEPTEMBER 27–
NOVEMBER 8, 2024
An exhibition of temporary public
art along the shore of Kempenfelt 
Bay and Barrie’s downtown.

Thank you to our Sponsors
Seeds to Sow is generously supported by:curatorial 

statement
Katie Lawson, Guest Curator
The presence of temporary public art is, by nature, fleeting. In 
the time that these interventions are a part of our common 
spaces, we are encouraged to appreciate these offerings much 
in the way we do the bounty of a finite growing season. The 
exhibition Seeds to Sow evokes the cyclical time of seasons, each 
seed carries an inheritance from our past and a potential for the 
future. Over the course of six weeks, the shore of Kempenfelt Bay 
and Barrie’s downtown is host to six site-specific artworks by 
Adrian Blackwell, Amy Bagshaw, Lisa Hirmer, Lou Sheppard, 
Native Art Department International and Ted Fullerton. Each of 
these artists has developed a new project that responds to local 
ecologies, history, and stories. 

In relation to dominant forms of public art, these works are 
modest in scale and material, yet they urge viewers to engage 
with that which already surrounds them, whether that is the 
built environment, the air we breathe, or the soundscape of the 
Bay. The seeds sown by the artworks in this exhibition are the 
seeds of curiosity—to notice what makes up the fabric of a place 
and linger on the slippage between the work of art and its 
surroundings. Lisa Hirmer draws our eye to the ever-shifting 
surface of Lake Simcoe while Ted Fullerton’s figurative work 
cultivates a new appreciation for the mature weeping willows 

Joan Gilroy   |   Kim Kieller   |   Anne Menzies   |   Barry & Elizabeth Peacock

Joan Lehman   |   Rotary Club of Barrie – Huronia

Anonymous

a note from 
the artistic 
director
Carol-Ann Ryan, Artistic Director
As the inaugural Public Art Coordinator for the City of Barrie, 
it is my role to develop the public art program within the 
Economic and Creative Development Department and grow 
opportunities for local artists. Through a series of successful 
projects, exhibitions and collaborations supported by the 
Barrie Public Art Committee and City Council over recent years, 
we’ve established a strong base. Our work at the community 
level continues and we are well positioned to explore a broader 
reach for public art in Barrie.

Although a first for the City of Barrie, Seeds to Sow is a nod to 
Shorelines, a temporary exhibition of public art organized by 
the MacLaren Art Centre in 2003. Twenty years later, much has 
changed both locally and globally, but contemporary artists 
remain the best interpreters of place and time when viewed 
through their critical lenses. With an interest in developing a 
public art narrative that reflects where we are now, Curator 
Katie Lawson was selected to support the project. Her 
knowledge of Canadian contemporary artists whose artistic 
research suits the location and landscape of Barrie has been 

essential to shaping this exhibition. The artists commissioned 
have produced installations that will invite audiences to 
consider new perspectives and affect how they experience 
physical space at each site, whether along the waterfront, 
through our downtown, or at our satellite exhibition at the 
MacLaren Art Centre. Inviting nationally recognized artists to 
exhibit alongside regional artists expands our view on what 
public art can be and how our local ecologies, history, and 
stories inspire new works of art. Presenting a large-scale 
temporary exhibition is an introduction to what is possible, 
fostering our local arts community, and signalling the seasons 
to come for public art in Barrie.

Thank you to the Barrie Public Art Committee, and Chair, Janet 
Lougheed, who have been crucial in advocating for this project 
and raising funds to bring it to fruition. Seeds to Sow would not 
be possible without our generous sponsors and donors and 
their belief in the power of art to enrich community.

Full Exhibition Details Here!

barrie.ca/SeedstoSow

that anchor the south shore. Native Art Department International 
invites us to see the forms of municipal infrastructure anew, as 
does Lou Sheppard with the reframing of the resonant concrete 
shell of the Lion’s Pavilion as a space for communal listening. 
Amy Bagshaw asks us to notice our body’s relationship to the 
horizontal planes and built environment of Barrie from the 
Rooftop Garden of the Library and Adrian Blackwell rearticulates 
City Hall as a space for public discourse on critical issues.     

As the trajectory of each artist’s project began to take shape, I 
was grateful for the opportunity to extend the initial framework 
of Seeds to Sow through a Satellite Exhibition at the MacLaren Art 
Centre. The temporary public artworks that are dispersed along 
Kempenfelt Bay and through Barrie’s downtown are grounded 
and complemented by Derek Liddington’s transformation of the 
Carnegie Room. The artist’s exploration 
of painting in Their horizon was mountain, their distance reveals 
invites visitors to move slowly and look closely at what lies 
beneath surfaces.  

The artworks in Seeds to Sow offer the opportunity for reflection: 
an encouragement to look to the past as we imagine our 
collective future. The act of planting a seed is a powerful symbol 
of hope and potential, oriented towards the season to come. 
Artists urge us to reflect particularly on interconnected crises 
that define our current moment, as a time marked by major 
social, political and environmental change. 
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Learn more about Barrie
Further information on the City of Barrie, Barrie Public Art and 
other programming.

Invest Barrie
investbarrie.ca

Downtown Barrie
downtownbarrie.ca

Barrie Public Art
barrie.ca/PublicArt

MacLaren Art Centre
maclarenart.com

Welcome to Barrie 
from Mayor Nuttall
Thank you for joining us for Seeds to Sow, the first site-specific 
temporary public art exhibition organized by the City of Barrie. 
We are proud to host the selected artists who’ve created 
original artwork specifically for our city.

In Barrie, we believe that culture and creativity are important 
to a healthy and complete city. A strong arts community 
contributes to the fabric of our identity, instills a sense of civic 
pride and attracts new residents, visitors and employers; all 
necessary pieces that contribute to Barrie’s growth and 
prosperity.

The Barrie Public Art Committee and staff have raised the 
profile of public art and continue to develop the program, 
creating a vibrant and animated city. Seeds to Sow is an 
example of how their work invites meaningful conversation, 
revitalizes Barrie’s public spaces, and offers cultural 
experiences accessible to everyone.

Thank you to the exhibition curator and community partners for 
your contributions. The generosity of our funding partners and 
sponsors were critical to realizing this temporary public art 
exhibition. I hope you, whether Barrie resident or visitor, enjoy 
Seeds to Sow and that your experience along Barrie’s 
waterfront and in our downtown encourages frequent returns.

Alex Nuttall, Mayor of the City of Barrie




