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Bradford Street PIC 3 Q&A – December 13, 2022  

The questions in the table below were asked during the Public Information Centre (PIC) 3 virtual meeting for the Bradford Street Class 
Environmental Assessment (EA) via Zoom Q&A. 

The questions were sorted into categories based on their theme: 

1. Bradford Street Right-of-Way Width 
2. Road Cross-Section & Streetscape Elements 
3. Pedestrian Crossings 
4. Traffic Operations 
5. Tiffin Street Intersections 
6. Preliminary Preferred Design Concept Plan 
7. Utilities 
8. EA Process 
9. Lakeshore Drive 
10. General 

 

Question / Comment Project Team Response  

THEME # 1 - Bradford Street Right-of-Way Width 

Why are we considering expanding our ROW in a city core 
road, when other cities like Guelph, Toronto, Vancouver, 
Montreal are reducing their ROWs? 

An expanded right-of-way (ROW) is being considered for Bradford Street for the 
purposes of creating a complete street to integrate with the complete community 
that will be developed within the Urban Growth Center / Intensification Corridor. 

The additional space will accommodate improved sidewalks, new cycling facilities, 
boulevard space for new transit stop infrastructure, streetscape/landscape design 
and public realm space to complement the planned community redevelopment.   

Traffic operational improvements are also being considered (intersection 
improvements, turn lanes), that will contribute to the need for additional right-of-
way.  
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

While Bradford Street is located within the Urban Growth Centre of the City and 
shares a high-density land use designation similar to the City’s downtown - the City’s 
Official Plan and Official Plan update contextualize Bradford Street as a distinct area.   

Without doing a ‘deep dive’ into each example cited, we suggest caution when 
considering peer cities on the basis on ‘ROW widening’ because these 
generalizations may overlook the very context-specific considerations for Bradford 
Street including: 

- While Bradford Street is within the Urban Growth Centre, it is not 
considered a downtown main street in the way Dunlop Street is, for 
example.  

- Bradford Street is not being widened to accommodate additional travel 
lanes.   

- Land use along much of Bradford Street is proposed for redevelopment and 
intensification. The reference to downtown streets in peer cities raises the 
question about whether these are existing built-up downtown streets where 
building form will remain static. 

- Bradford Street is a primary multi-modal link between the Regional Mobility 
Hub (including GO) and the downtown. 

- Arterial road function on Bradford Street is desired to attract vehicular traffic 
from Lakeshore Drive (to protect its intended to function as a scenic 
parkway). 

- The City’s Transportation Master Plan (TMP) identifies Bradford Street for 
potential transit priority and/or exclusive transit lanes. 

- The upcoming TMP Update will examine the potential for higher-order 
transit on Bradford Street and a number of other arterial roads in Barrie.  
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

The 1st PIC earlier this year showed on Page 19, free flow 
conditions on Bradford in 2051 PM Peak with the existing 
18m cross section. 

Why are we expanding the ROW protection on Bradford 
from 18m to 34m for 2051? 

This question appears to reflect a misinterpretation of the transportation planning 
context and traffic analysis presented as part of the PIC 1 package.  We hope the 
following explanation provides clarity:  

- The PIC 1 package explains that the City’s Transportation Master Plan 
considered overall travel demand to 2041 and confirmed that the 4-lane 
road capacity is adequate for future growth i.e. no road widening or addition 
of new travel lanes. We are moving forward on this basis and no new travel 
lanes are proposed.  This project is not about adding traffic capacity.  

- In the early stages of this Class EA study, further analysis was undertaken on 
a corridor-level that focused specifically on traffic operations at 
intersections. We consider intersection operations carefully during EA 
studies because these sites represent the key potential conflict zones among 
all users (vehicle, pedestrians and cyclists) and a break down in intersection 
operations can have a ripple effect in other parts of the network and to 
other users e.g. backing traffic up through the corridor, increased traffic 
infiltration on local roads, frustrated drivers that results in unsafe 
behaviours.  The term ‘free flow’ used on the PIC slide is simply refencing the 
function of the intersections.    

- The PIC #1 package as a whole explains the TMP has acknowledged that four 
lanes is adequate to 2041, that we have examined intersections operations 
to 2051, and that the rationale for considering an expanded right-of-way is 
associated with operational improvements and active transportation, transit 
and streetscape improvements.  

Why do we think there will be more cars in 10 years+ when 
we are working toward more walkable communities and 
different modes of transportation - why do we keep 

This project is not about ‘building more roads’ and does not plan for any additional 
travel lanes.    
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

building more roads for cars when we are promoting a shift 
in transportation modes and there will be less vehicles? 

The purpose of the Bradford Street Class EA study is to identify and protect 
enough right-of-way (ROW) to accommodate all of the required and desired 
elements for the future street including separated cycling facilities, accessible 
sidewalks, streetscape/urban design, hydro poles, street and pedestrian scale 
lighting, transit stops including shelters at some locations, bike racks, street 
furniture (benches) and other amenities that work together to create a vibrant 
streetscape.  The streetscape will be integrated with redevelopment along 
Bradford Street and the creation of a complete community within the Urban 
Growth Centre.  

Bradford Street is not intended to be a downtown ‘main street’ (like Dunlop 
Street). It is intended to provide for multi-modal travel, with a priority on 
pedestrian, cyclist and transit use, while still providing for vehicular traffic 
movement.   The 2019 Transportation Master Plan recommended future transit 
priority lanes on Bradford Street and this was discussed in the PIC 3 presentation.  

We recognize that in planning for the next 30 years, user needs will change as will 
technology. The City anticipates there will be a greater shift to transit and active 
uses (beyond that which is forecast in the 2019 Transportation Master Plan 
(TMP)).  So, while the 2019 TMP recommends maintaining four lanes on Bradford 
Street to 2041, this Class EA study plans to 2051 and our approach recognizes the 
importance of protecting a right-of-way that gives the City flexibility to respond to 
emerging technologies, changes in travel modes, provision transit priority 
measures and allocation of space to new amenities such as EV charging stations, 
bike share, and possibly on-street parking.   
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

THEME # 2 - Road Cross-Section & Streetscape Elements 

Has space for Automatic Public Toilets (APT’s) or public 
restroom areas been considered in the right of way layout? 

As noted in the presentation, the Project Team recognizes the importance of 
protecting a right-of-way that gives the City flexibility to respond to emerging 
technologies, changes in travel modes, provision transit priority measures and 
allocation of space to new amenities.  While APT’s have not specifically been 
discussed as an amenity at this time, the intent is to have right-of-way and most 
importantly boulevard space available for future amenities.  

Can you look at different curbs that would allow for better 
accessibility for people in wheelchairs, with strollers etc? 
The medians on Lakeshore Blvd. are problematic for those 
with mobility challenges and force some people to have to 
travel down the roadway for quite a distance before they 
can find an accessible area in the median to cross. Very 
dangerous! 

Thank you for raising this important aspect of accessibility. This recommendation 
will be carried forward into the Environmental Study Report to inform future 
design of Bradford Street.   

Brick roads/sidewalks are a concern for those who use 
wheelchairs, it is hard on their backs when using them. Is 
also a challenge for those who use canes, crutches, walkers, 
etc. Please just use cement instead? 

Similar to the comment above, thank you for raising this important aspect of 
accessibility. This recommendation will be carried forward into the Environmental 
Study Report to inform future design of Bradford Street.   

Will permeable surfaces be considered for sidewalks, cycle 
tracks, etc… to reduce run off wastewater? 

Permeable surfaces are part of a suite of design practices termed ‘Low Impact 
Development (LID)’ that are increasingly being used to deal with urban 
stormwater runoff. Other practices include rain gardens, bioswales, infiltration 
trenches, and rainwater harvesting.  
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

The City will consider how LID practices can be incorporated into the project in a 
future detailed design phase.  Permeable surfaces may be viable approach to 
certain parts of the boulevard space.  Where permeable surfaces are not viable, 
the City could consider diverting stormwater from the sidewalk and cycle track 
into rain gardens (planting beds) within the boulevard. 

LID practices will be recommended in the Environmental Study Report for future 
design consideration.  

It doesn't look as there is a recommendation regarding on-
street parking. I think it should be very limited or there will 
be issues for the smooth flow of traffic. Will that be the 
direction? 

There is no current recommendation for on-street parking.  The design plan 
reflects four lanes on Bradford Street with the outside lane being available for 
transit priority in future. 

However, the Project Team recognizes the need for flexibility in addressing future 
needs to 2051 and in the PIC 3 presentation, we noted that the City may make 
decisions in the future on how to reallocate space within the right-of-way, as 
needs and priorities change.  Provision of on-street parking (either part-time or 
full-time) and/or EV charging stations was an example of this. We can highlight 
this in the Environmental Study Report regarding the flexibility in the righto-of-
way for the City in future. 

What is the current width of the travel lanes? Are 3.0 m 
lanes being considered for the future design as a more 
"urban" width that could provide greater traffic calming, 
safety, and pedestrian access? Thanks so much for the 
presentation! 

The width of the existing travel lanes is approximately 3.5m. 

The proposed travel lanes widths on Bradford Street are based on City of Barrie 
design standard BSD-309, which noted lanes width at 3.5m.  For the inner lane, we 
have reduced it to 3.3 m for lesser “paved area”.     

The proposed typical cross section as presented as part of the current Bradford 
MCEA Study does not preclude 3.0 m inside lanes in the future should the City 
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

decide to modify dimensions of the cross sectional elements to better 
complement adjacent land uses a that time. We anticipate that outside lanes will 
remain slightly wider to better accommodate transit vehicles.  

It would be helpful to make one of the car lanes a dedicated 
transit lane, is that an option? 

Great suggestion!  In fact, the 2019 Transportation Master Plan already 
recommends that the outside lane could be reserved for High Occupancy Vehicle 
(HOV) and / or Transit Priority or Transit Only, offering enhanced transit service 
efficiency and prioritizing sustainable modes of transportation.  The 
Transportation Master Plan will be updated starting in 2023 and transit will be a 
primary focus of the plan. 

Stephan’s Park could be a great welcome sign for the 
Downtown Barrie BIA. 

Great suggestion! This opportunity will be incorporated into the Environmental 
Study Report for future consideration by the City and BIA.  

Theme # 3 - Pedestrian Crossings 

A traffic light is needed to safely cross Bradford Street at 
Brock. Presently to use the north bound bus stop you must 
walk 400m south or 500m north to safely cross. 

Thank you for this feedback. The City can undertake review and plan for 
pedestrian crossings at any time, independent of this Class EA study.  That said, 
the Environmental Study Report will speak to the need for and importance of 
convenient and safe pedestrian crossings at mid-block locations for the future 
design consideration. Currently crossing Bradford Street at John ~ from Ellen ~ is a 

challenge. Why are stop signs still recommended except at 
Victoria? 
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

Theme # 4 - Traffic Operations 

Please discuss the traffic tradeoffs between Bradford and 
Lakeshore streets. 

Over the past 20 years of transportation network planning, Bradford Street has 
been identified to function as the primary north-south arterial road, intended to 
offer a higher level of service than Lakeshore Drive and attract trips from 
Lakeshore Drive. 
 
The original planning work stemmed from a comprehensive Municipal Class EA in 
the early 2000’s - the Waterfront/Downtown Transportation Improvements Class 
EA, which was approved by Council in 2004. This planning study was the driver of 
several significant road reconstruction and realignment projects in the downtown 
area, undertaken to accommodate planned growth, create a waterfront park and 
an accompanying parkway (Lakeshore Drive).  The primary outcomes of this effort 
included the creation of Simcoe Street and Bradford Street as designated corridors 
designed to attract vehicular traffic from Dunlop Street (the City’s main street) and 
Lakeshore Drive (the City’s preeminent parkway) to facilitate those streets 
becoming the City’s primary destinations and supporting pedestrian friendly 
environments.  

Is there a way to improve the intersection of Simcoe St. and 
Lakeshore while this work is being done? People turning 
south from Simcoe St. onto Lakeshore frequently clog the 
lane that is intended to go straight through to Bradford St. 
because the left turn lane isn't long enough. 

 

Staff have introduced a moderate reduction in level of service for this turning 
movement as part of a strategy to encourage drivers to utilize Bradford Street; the 
performance of this adjustment is being monitored on an ongoing basis.  
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Theme # 5 - Tiffin Street Intersections 

Roundabouts: Concerned about our E.M.S. traveling 
through these, might be slowing them down? 

Although roundabouts are not the preferred alternative at the Tiffin Street 
intersections, in general, roundabouts result in equivalent response times for 
E.M.S. to Opticom-equipped signalized intersections because of low delays and 
less queuing. 

Why is the right-hand slip lane being maintained at 
Bradford and Tiffin? *slip lanes are known to promote high 
speeds and result in dangerous pedestrian/vehicle 
interactions 

A “smart channel” is shown at Bradford Street and Tiffin Street intersection in the 
design concept plan.  This is a lower-speed version of the design that exist at that 
location now with better sight to the left for drivers.  A smart channel is a 
pedestrian friendly alternative to a traditional channelized right-turn lane.  An 
alternative is an exclusive right-turn lane, which is shown westbound at Lakeshore 
Drive and Tiffin Street. Each type of design has its pros and cons, and a final 
decision on each will be made during detailed design. 

Theme # 6 - Preliminary Preferred Design Concept Plan 

My neighbors and I on Sanford Street are wondering if 
property will need to be expropriated by the City to 
accommodate these plans? 

The proposed right-of-way on the design concept plan shows the anticipated 
extent of potential future property impacts.  

Properties on Sanford Street are not expected to be directly impacted. 

If you have further questions about potential impacts to your property, please 
contact City Project Manager, Brett Gratrix at brett.gratrix@barrie.ca.   

I am not hearing anything about how this will affect the 
quality of life of residents living on Sanford Street. Building 
over 3 stories will create shadow effect on single family 
homes. There are so many problems with this plan! 

This Class EA study contemplates changes to Bradford Street that are needed to 
support the planned intensification and redevelopment. The Class EA study itself 
does not plan for land use changes. 

mailto:brett.gratrix@barrie.ca
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The land use planning decisions are developed as part of the City’s Official Plan 
process which identifies growth principles, policies and areas that are required to 
meet the population and employment forecasts established and mandated by the 
Province. You can look into the Official Plan here 
https://www.buildingbarrie.ca/officialplan 

Further decisions about building height and massing will be reviewed as part of 
the upcoming Zoning By-law review. More information about this process can be 
found here https://www.barrie.ca/government/policies-laws/laws-listing/zoning-
law 

Your feedback will be shared with the City Planning Department.  

In meeting with the consultants for the proposed 
performing arts centre last week, the architect advised that 
Simcoe St. would not be extended to the west side of 
Bradford St. This contradicts your concept plan. Can you 
kindly comment? 

We recognize that development plans shift and change as they move through the 
draft plan process.  There will be ongoing discussion with the developers and 
performing arts centre and the Bradford Street plan is flexible to accommodate a 
possible entrance across from Simcoe Street. We acknowledge that the design 
plan is conceptual in this regard, working from best available information at the 
time of preparation.  The design plan will be updated as we prepare the 
Environmental Study Report then ‘time stamped’ to reflect the known conditions 
at the time.  

Would Barrie consider NOT having as many turn options 
through the boulevard, and instead have a U Turn light at 
each intersection for those needing to access the opposite 
direction. 

As discussed in the PIC 3 presentation, one of the key recommendations of this 
study is to ‘manage access’ to reduce / limit / consolidate individual entrances 
along the corridor.  This is an important part of making the corridor safe and 
attractive for pedestrians, cyclists and mobility device users because it reduces the 
number of individual points of potential conflict with vehicles.  It also protects 

https://www.buildingbarrie.ca/officialplan
https://www.barrie.ca/government/policies-laws/laws-listing/zoning-law
https://www.barrie.ca/government/policies-laws/laws-listing/zoning-law
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more space for streetscaping which contributes to the overall attractiveness of the 
corridor and community.  

U Turns at traffic signals are a way to provide access to right-in / right-out access 
points. We are considering these but recognize they may require slightly more 
right-of-way at the intersections.  

How is this design aligning with the City’s goal of Vision 
Zero? 

There are a number of different ways that this design plan contributes to and 
aligns with the City’s goal of Vision Zero. 

The plan creates a safe space for vulnerable road users – pedestrians, mobility 
device users and cyclists by planning for: 

- Wider sidewalks set well back from road 
- Separated cycle track for all ages and abilities set back from road 
- Access management – reduce / limit / consolidate individual entrances 

along the corridor to reduce the number of individual points of potential 
conflict with vehicles 

- Realignment of Bradford Street at Tiffin Street to improve sight lines at 
intersection 

- Commitment to look at reduced curb radii to slow vehicle speeds in the 
future 

As a downtown resident & employee I LOVE this corridor 
plan and want to feel hopeful....   how likely are we to see 
any of this in the next few years?  if so, what is more likely 
to be addressed first? 

The timing of Bradford Street improvements will be largely driven by the pace of 
redevelopment and community growth. While Bradford Street is not currently 
identified in the 10-year capital budget, the budget is reviewed by staff and 
Council annually, with adjustments made based on new priorities.   There may be 
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opportunities to implement parts of this plan in the shorter term – City staff will 
monitor needs and opportunities over the next several years. 

Theme # 6 - Utilities  

PLEASE bury the power lines! They are a throwback to 19th 
Century technologies. UGLY, prone to storm damage. Surely 
the cost of burial will be recovered through 
maintenance/repair costs. 

Thank you for this feedback. The Project Team has met with Alectra to discuss the 
project and explore, on a preliminary basis, the feasibility, challenges, and costs of 
burying the power lines.  In addition to high cost, some technical challenges have 
been identified with burying higher voltage lines.  However, the City will continue 
to look at the potential of burying utilities as the project advances in the future.  

Just wondering why we would still be considering electrical 
wires above, when we have difficulty in our type of 
climates. Why not just put in electrical boxes, right from the 
start? Of doing it right the first time, kind of thing? 

Theme # 7 - Environmental Assessment (EA) Process 

What does the "shelf life" mean in the next steps of the 
Class EA Study is 10 years? 

If more than 10-years has elapsed after the EA is completed and no part of the 
plan has been implemented, there is a need to confirm if the recommended plan is 
still valid / appropriate or if it needs to be refined and updated based on changes 
to the socio-economic, cultural and natural environments, technical needs and 
planning / policy framework.  

Theme # 8 - Lakeshore Drive 

The speed limit on Lakeshore can be reduced to motivate 
your vision! 

The City of Barrie Traffic department is looking into this as a separate item based 
on a Council motion.  This is not part of the Bradford Street Class EA study.  
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Question / Comment Project Team Response  

Please reach out to City Project Manager, Brett Gratrix at brett.gratrix@barrie.ca 
for more information.  

Will there be specific elements to make Lakeshore a slower, 
more scenic route? 

The focus of this Class EA study is the Bradford Street corridor from Dunlop Street 
to Tiffin Street.  

Specific elements to slow traffic on Lakeshore Drive will not be recommended as 
part of this study but may be explored by the City as part of other future studies.   

General 

Who will pay for all of this and how much higher will 
property taxes be? 

This project will be funded through a combination of funds generated from 
development charges and property taxes.    
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